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The gap between the world’s rich and the poor is dramatic. The 20
per cent of the earth’s people who live in the wealthiest countries consume
58 per cent of the world’s energy; the poorest 20 per cent consume 5 per
cent. The wealthiest 20 per cent consume 84 per cent of all paper products;
the poorest consume 1 per cent. The wealthiest 20 per cent own 87 per cent
of the world’s vehicles; the poorest 20 per cent have less than 1 per cent.
More disturbing still, the gap is getting larger. The gap in access to energy
and natural resources has more than doubled in the past three decades. In
1970, the number of infants who died before their first birthday was around
five times higher in the world’s poor countries than it was in the wealthy

countries of the world; it is now about ten times higher.
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