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These communal networks allow users to be involved in decision making
where the goal is to provide members with effective management. However,
even with these progressive systems, women are often excluded from the
decision-making processes over water control and are not often in positions
of water management. The idea of communal water supply and
management tends to be romanticized in its portrayal of communities as
equitable social structures, although unequal power relations are prevalent
and resources allocation based on gendered division of labor is common.
Experts have proposed that the localization of water management must be
accompanied by greater inclusion of women as participants in the creation

of the enhanced sustainability of this resource.
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